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“Foxes come, 
Birds go…” 



Rat Island Rat with Bird Remains 



Rat Island 



Rat Island 
6891 acres 
Rats since 1780, shipwreck 
Foxes stocked 1922 (eradicated 1984) 
 

Norway Rats 



2 helicopters 
2 ships 
38 people, 6 weatherports 
50 tons bait = 125 boxes, 16 bags per box = 2000 bags bait 

Tactics 







Dead Rat on Rat Island After Bait Application 



Spring 2009 



List of Species Found 



“based on scientific research on the effects of brodifacoum and the facts of this case to 
conclude that all or nearly all the mortality resulted from the eradication operations; and 
that the specific aspect of the operation that accounts for this mortality was the amount 
of bait applied and the timing of the bait applications.” 

http://alaska.fws.gov/ 13 Jan 2011 



Success!!!   No More Rats on Rat Island 



Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge 
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