
BOARDS OF FISHERIES AND GAME 
JOINT RESOLUTION 880-B -JB 

CLEARCUT LOGGING I N  SOUTHEAST ALASKA 
P 

WHEREAS, t h e  Alaska Boards of F i she r i e s  and Game a r e  s t a t u t o r i l y  charged 
wi th  t h e  conservat ion and development of f i s h  and game re sources  
of  t h e  S t a t e  and t h e  Alaska Cons t i tu t ion  mandates maintenance of 
f i s h  and game populat ions on a sus ta ined  y i e l d  b a s i s ,  and 

WHEREAS, t h e  U.S. Fores t  Serv ice  i s  committed t o  m u l t i p l e  u s e  management 
through va r ious  f e d e r a l  a c t s  and i t s  own r e g u l a t i o n s ,  and 

WHEREAS, t h e  p resen t  f o r e s t  management p r a c t i c e  of c l e a r c u t  logging  through- . ' 

o u t  Southeast  Alaska on a 90-125 yea r  r o t a t i o n  is permanently 
conver t ing  d i v e r s e  o l d  growth s t ands  wi th  high f i s h  and w i l d l i f e  
va lues  t o  l e s s  d i v e r s e  second growth s t ands  of much less value  t o  
f i s h  and w i l d l i f e ,  and 

WHEREAS, p a s t  and p ro jec t ed  timber ha rves t  i s  concentrated i n  t h e  h igher  
volume s t ands  of l i m i t e d  occurrence and c u r r e n t  r e sea rch  has  
shown t h e s e  s t ands  t o  be h igh ly  important S i t k a  b l ack - t a i l ed  
deer  winter h a b i t a t ,  and 

WHEREAS, c u r r e n t  s c i e n t i f i c  knowledge of o t h e r  £is6 and w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s  
needs i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  o l d  growth f o r e s t  i s  l i m i t e d ,  y e t  i n d i c a t e s  
goats ,  marten, Vancouver Canada geese, bald eag le s ,  salmonids and 
o t h e r  s p e c i e s  of f i s h  and w i l d l i f e  may be o ld  growth dependent 
dur ing  some per iods  of t h e  year ,  and 

WHEREAS, t h e  salmon commercial f i s h e r i e s  a r e  one of t h e  most va luab le  
i n d u s t r i e s  i n  Southeast Alaska and both  s u b s i s t e n c e  and r ec re -  
a t i o n a l  use  of f i s h  and w i l d l i f e  i s  h igh ly  important  from both  
a n  economic and s o c i a l  s tandpoin t ,  and 

WHEREAS, t h e  S t a t e  Fores t  P r a c t i c e s  Act, which r e g u l a t e s  f o r e s t  management 
a c t i v i t i e s  on S t a t e  and p r i v a t e  l ands ,  does n o t  adequate ly  address  
w i l d l i f e  concerns, 

Now the re fo re  be  it resolved  by t h e  J o i n t  Boards of F i s h e r i e s  and Game t h a t :  

1. The pub l i c  b e  f u l l y  informed by t h e  Department of F i s h  and Game 
and t h e  U.S. Fores t  Serv ice  of t h e  long term known and p o t e n t i a l  
impacts of c l e a r c u t  logging on f i s h  and w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  and 
subsequent populat ion l e v e l s .  

2 .  The Tongass Land Management Plan be  r ev i sed  by t h e  Fores t  Serv ice  
t o  provide  more p ro tec t ion  f o r  va luab le  f i s h  and w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  
and r e f l e c t  r ecen t  research  f ind ings .  



3 .  I f  information is not adequate to  ensure t he  protection of 
f i s h  and wi ld l i f e  resources, then targeted timber outputs 
should be reduced by the Forest Service ra ther  than r i s k  
permanent damage to these resources. 

4. Research be expanded by both the Department of Fish and Game 
and the U. S. Forest Service to  determine the e f f ec t s  of 
timber harvest  on f i s h  and wildife  habi ta t  requirements, and 
as  new information becomes available,  r e s u l t s  be incorporated 
i n  the Forest Service planning process. 

5. In  a l l  f u tu re  timber harvests by the S t a t e  and U. S. Forest  
Service, timber stands of more than 50,000 board f e e t  per acre  
not be cut  and other volume classes be cut only i n  proportion 
t o  the i r  occurrence. 

6. Multiple use management of a l l  resources be maintained by the 
U. S. Forest Service on the remaining lands not withdrawn f o r  
wilderness management nor selected by Native Corporations. 

7. Any assessment of resource values by the U. S. Forest Service 
include a f u l l  economic and social  analysis  of f i s h  and wild- 
l i f e  resources and the i r  human use. 

8. Selective cu t t ing  with techiques such a s  balloon and hel icopter  
logging b e  considered by the U. S. Forest Service a s  an a l terna-  
t ive  to  c learcut t ing.  

9 .  The Sta te  Forest Pract ices  Act be amended t o  adequately address 
'., wildl i fe  concerns. 

10. Major is lands or  management un i t s  a s  proposed f o r  t he  Forest  
Service Regional Plan, whichever a r e  smaller, should be used by 
the U. S. Forest Service as  the basis f o r  individual f o r e s t  
management planning uni t s .  
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Gordon Jensen ,' ' , ,; 
Chairman, Joint  Boards of Fisheries & Game 

ADOPTED: Anchorage, Alaska 
4 December 7 ,  1980 

VOTE:: Adopted, 14 to  0 


