
JOINT m o m 1 O N  

ALASKA BOARDS OF FISHERZES AND GAME 

A Request for Corrective -ts 
to the Marine Mamm1 Protection Act of 1972 

WHEREAS, mine nmm?als are ecologically significant functioning 
elements of coastal marine systems in Alaska; and 

WHEREAS, marine m m l s  are of vital importance to the health and 
welfare of coastal settlements in Alaska; and 

WHEIIEAS, mine m l s  significantly interact with ccarmercially 
iqmrtant fish species, and in same areas produce serious marine 
mamnal/fisheries conflicts; and 

WHEREAS, inplerentation of the Marine Mama1 Protection Act of 1972 
has W s e d  undesirable legal and bureaucratic constraints which prevent 
the inplementation of sound plicies of resource management required to 
maintain the health and stability of the marine ecosystem, has resulted 
in the unnecessary loss of revenue to low income families and other 
residents of Alaska, and has not resulted in biological benefit to the 
mine mam~l species; and 

WHEREAS, except for the fur seal and the great whales, the Federal 
Govenment has damnstrated its unwillingness and inability to properly 
=age Alaska's marine mamnal resources; and 

WEREAS, it appears %t the State of Alaska has exhausted all legal 
and administrative options available in its attempts to return management 
authority for nine species of coastal mine mam~ls to the State; 

NCW, -RE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the respective and joint Boards 
of Fisheries and Game request the Governor of Alaska and the State's 
Congressional delegation to seek corrective amendments to the Marine 
N m ~ l  Protection Act which will either exempt selected species £ran 
coverage under the Act or which will effectively allow for the State of 
Alaska to ass- mnagement for the nine marine r@amnal species requested 
by the State. 

December 2, 1979 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Boards of ~isherigs and Game 
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